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Editors’ Introduction

In the annals of kashrut history, a special place is reserved for Rabbi Menachem
Genack, shlit'a. Over the course of 45 years, Rabbi Genack built the OU into the
largest kashrut organization in history. He spearheaded the tremendous expansion
of the OU to the point that foods under OU supervision can now be found in every
supermarket in the United States and in numerous locations worldwide.

Yet beyond his role as head of the largest kashrut agency in the history of the
Jewish people, Rabbi Genack is an outstanding talmid chacham. He serves as the
Rabbi of Congregation Shomrei Emunah in Englewood, New Jersey, and as a Rosh
Yeshiva who delivers shiurim at Yeshiva University and other yeshivas. He is also a
prolific author whose seforim are filled with incisive and original insights, following
the methodology he absorbed from his great teacher, Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik
— the Rav, zt”l. Rabbi Genack has raised numerous disciples, many of whom now
themselves serve as rabbis and leaders in Jewish communities across the globe.

Rabbi Genack also founded and edited — together with his colleage Rabbi
Hershel Schachter, shlit"a — the journal Mesorah, dedicated to clarifying the laws of
kashrut and disseminating the Torah of their teacher, the Rav. He likewise founded and
led OU Press, investing years of effort into editing and publishing the Rav’s teachings
so as to transmit his teachings to future generations. Through these endeavors, an
entire series of the Rav’s works was published across a broad range of Torah subjects
— including commentaries on the Chumash, the Siddur, the Passover Haggadah,
the Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur machzorim, and the Tisha B'’Av Kinot, as well
as numerous volumes of the Rav’s lectures on Talmudic tractates and topics, and
much more. Under Rabbi Genack’s leadership, OU Press has also published dozens
of additional Torah works by other authors as well, deeply enriching the Torah world.

Beyond all these achievements, Rabbi Genack is remarkable as a man of chesed.
Rabbi Genack’s brilliance is widely known and evident in both his Torah teaching
and his public decisions. Less visible, however, is his quiet, modest generosity —
whether securing someone a livelihood, arranging a shidduch, or coming to the aid
of a person in distress.

We read in Parashat Ki Tavo: “Cursed is he who does not uphold the words of
this Torah” (Deuteronomy 27:26). The Ramban there quotes the Jerusalem Talmud
(Sotah 7:4): “Rabbi Assi said in the name of Rabbi Tanchum bar Chiya: If one learned,
taught, observed, and practiced, and had the means to uphold the Torah but did
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not uphold it, he is included in the category of ‘cursed.” Rabbi Genack has learned,
taught, observed, and practiced; he has elevated human dignity through acts of chesed;
and above all, he has upheld the observance of Torah and kashrut — nationally and
globally — more than any other person.

This volume, published in honor of Rabbi Genack’s retirement from OU
Kosher, is a tribute from his friends, colleagues, and students, who stand in awe of
the magnitude of his accomplishments and the generosity of his heart. We, who have
had the privilege to work alongside him, offer this book as a small expression of honor
and profound gratitude to a unique Torah scholar who serves as our guiding light
and an exemplar of a life dedicated to Torah. Our thanks go to our generous donors
and all who assisted in this publication — particularly to Rabbi Dani Genack, who
devoted much of his time to ensuring this volume would be a fitting tribute to his
uncle, and to Rabbi Yaakov Hoffman, who reviewed many of the articles herein with
a keen and meticulous eye.

Eliyahu Krakowski, Gil Student



